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[Abstract:] Relative to the reduction of charges for parting & refining Gold & Silver. 


Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 
Melting and Refining Department, 
Philadelphia, 

June 8, 1885 


Sir, 


Your favor of this date is just received, enclosing a copy of a letter, dated April 9, 1885, 
from the Superintendent of the New York Assay Office to the Director of the Mint, 
recommending certain reductions in the charges for parting and refining Gold and Silver, and 
asking me to examine and report upon the advisability of the proposed reductions. 


I have examined them and respectfully report as follows: 


The methods of Refining in the Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, and in the 
Assay Office at New York, are so different from each other that it is impracticable for me to 
express a decided and reliable opinion, especially as some of the proposed divisions are resultant 
from the sulphuric process, which the Assay Office employs, and which we do not. I may 
however be permitted to remark that too great refinement in establishing rates for subdivisions of 
allowed fineness is objectionable in business relations between the Mint and the Public. 
Otherwise I perceive no objection to the Proposed table of Charges, which in my opinion do not 
contravene the interests of the Government. 


Very Respectfully, 
Jas. C. Booth 
M&R 


Hon. A. Loudon Snowden, 
Superintendent. 


